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BOOK EEVIEWS 

Essai sur Perse, par Feajskjois Villeneuve. Paris: Hachette 
et Cie., 1918. 540 pp. 

The first part of this portly volume deals with the education 
of Persius, his teachers, his friends, and the social circle in 
which he moved. This includes a long chapter (56 pp.) on 
Cornutus and his works. The second part discusses the pur- 
pose of his Satires and all their possible models, especially the 
moral preachings of the Stoics and Cynics. The third and 
fourth parts are a detailed study of the subjects of the Satires, 
the development of the thought, and the style. The conclusion 
of the whole matter is that the poems of Persius are " un essai 
de transformation de la diatribe en satire horatienne par un 
sto'icien qui a subi l'action de la rhetorique." 

Of the various elements involved in this verdict, the one which 
is brought out most clearly is, naturally enough, the influence of 
Horace. This is discussed in detail; and the author not only 
sets forth the verbal coincidences and similar trains of thought, 
but examines the causes and significance of this dependence, and 
studies "the modifications of the language and the thought as 
they passed through the alembic of Persius's brain." The whole 
book is well written, and interesting throughout. 

Professor Villenedve shows a wide acquaintance with what 
is politely called the 'literature' of his subject, although he 
might have paid a little more attention to work done outside of 
France and Germany. To mention only one or two names, he 
might have found something of value in the American edition 
of the Satires by B. L. Gildersleeve (New York: Harper, 1875) 
or in the Notes on Persius by A. E. Housman in the Classical 
Quarterly, Jan. 1913 — an article which made a most profound 
impression on the editor of Persius for the Loeb Classical Li- 
brary. For example, Gildersleeve's commentary would have 
furnished two interesting verbal parallels: cp. 3, 3, indomitum 
. . . despumare Falernum, with Lucan, 10, 162, indomitum 
Meroe cogens spumare Falernum ; and 2, 1, diem numera meli- 
ore lapillo, with Martial, 9, 52, 4, felix utraque lux diesque 
nobis signandi melioribus lapillis. 

I have made a few marginal notes on the chapters on Persius' 
language and style. 

P. 211 (on 1, 102, reparabilis . . . echo). For the 'touch 
of boldness ' of an adjective in -bilis with active meaning, cp. 
Verg. Geor. 1, 93, penetrabile frigus ; Aen. 10, 481, penetrabile 
telum ; Lucr. 1, 11, genitabilis aura Favoni. 
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P. 398 (on 1, 42, faxit oletum). The expression is quoted 
from Veranius: Sacerdotula in sacrario Martiali fecit oletum. 
See Festus, Paul. p. 221 (Lindsay). 

P. 407 (on 2, 28, idcirco). This ' prosaic ' word occurs three 
times in Vergil: Geor. 1, 231; 3, 445; Aen. 5, 680. 

P. 417 (on 2, 31, metuens divum). Cp. Lucr. 3, 982, divom 
metus . . . inanis; Livy, 22, 3, 4, deorum . . . metuens. 

P. 418 (on 3, 7, ocius adsit hue aliquis). Cp. Verg. Bel. 7, 
8, ocius, inquit, hue ades. 

P. 419 (on 3, 3, quod despumare . . . sufficiat). For suffi- 
cere with the infinitive, cp. Verg. Aen. 5, 22, nee tendere tan- 
tum sufficimus; Calpurn. Eel. 7, 35, quod vix suffecimus ipsi 
per partes spectare suas. 

P. 421 (on 3, 10, positis . . . capillis). Cp. Calpurn. Eel. 
5, 72, cum vacuas posito velamine costas denudabit ovis ; Martial, 
7, 29, 3, sic etiam positis formosus amere capillis. 

P. 434 (on 3, 86, his populus ridet). 'His' is probably an 
ablative. Cp. Hor. Sat. 2, 8, 83, ridetur fictis rerum. 

P. 442 (on 4, 7, fecisse silentia). Cp. Calpurn. Eel. 2, 17, 
altaque per totos f ecere silentia montes ; Ovid, M. 9, 692, quique 
premit vocem digitoque silentia suadet. 

P. 468 (on 5, 60, transisse dies). Cp. Tibullus, 1, 4, 27, 
transiet aetas; Pliny, IvT. H. 18, 267, transisse solstitium caveto 
putes; Martial, 2, 64, 3, transit et Nestoris aetas; 5, 84, 6, 
Saturnalia transiere tota. 

P. 474 (on 5, 95, caloni . . . alto). The use of altus of a 
tall man is apparently not confined to Epic. The Thesaurus 
cites Columella, 1, 9, 3, non sic altos quemadmodum latos et 
lacertosos viros. 

P. 492 (on 6, 31, costa ratis). For the metaphor, cp. Ovid, 
Ep. 15, 112, texitur et costis panda carina suis. It is inter- 
esting to notice that Professor Arthur Palmer assigned this 
epistle (Paris to Helen) to " about the epoch of Persius or 
Petronius." 

On p. 149, 1. 17, the reference to Horace should read, "the 
eighth satire of the first book," not the " third." 

Johns Hopkins University. WlLFEED P. MrjSTAED. 



C. Suetonii Tranquilli De Vita Caesarum Liber VIII: Divus 
Titus. An edition with parallel passages and notes. By 
Helen Peice. Banta Publishing Co., Menasha, Wis., 
1919. 85 pp. 

This is a thesis recently presented at the University of Penn- 
sylvania for the degree of Ph. D. The ' parallel passages ' illus- 
trate or confirm the various statements of Suetonius; they are 



